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From Guidelines for the support of mother 
tongues…
Knowledge of more than one language is a treasure that must be nurtured and 
developed, as all languages open up the doors to different cultures and make our lives 
richer. The diversity of the language skills of citizens means not only that they create 
opportunities for themselves, such as a broader range of educational options and more 
diverse job opportunities, but it can also facilitate Iceland’s international collaboration.

It is our shared responsibility to create an environment that appreciates language 
knowledge, as it should be. Belonging to a community and being proud of one’s origin 
and mother tongue is a source of strength for all children. Plurilingual children play an 
important role in Icelandic society because they build bridges and connect countries and 
communities in various ways. At the same time, Icelandic society’s opportunity to find its 
place in the ever-changing and globalized international world increases.
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Móðurmál 
website
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http://www.modurmal.com/


28 years of Móðurmál 
in Iceland

Established in 1994 by parents of bilingual children, NGO established in 
2001.

Umbrella organization that has supported more than 20 different 
language groups.

Running on volunteer basis but seeking governmental support.

Ethical code for Móðurmál since 2017.

Support from the City of Reykjavík: 2 schools open for us on Saturdays, 
economical support for material.

Presence at the primary schools and kindergartens. Participation on 
regular events of the city of Reykjavik (The Children Festival, 
International day of Mother Tongue, International day of languages, etc.)

Annual conference since 2013, with international participation, for our 
teachers and open to others.



What we do?

• School year 2022: Arabic, Bisaya, Bulgarian, Czech, Filipino, Hungarian, Japanese, Korean, Latvian, 
Lithuanian, Polish, Russian, Slovak, Spanish, Ukrainian

• Most teachers are licenced teachers in Iceland or with teacher education from their country

• Teaching materials are sometimes created in the home country and designed for the diaspora

• Teaching is individualized, children of different ages, competencies vary



Regular work

- Monthly board meetings with the groups, extra meetings of the board

- Annual conference: Professional development of teachers, new research on 

bilingualism and plurilingualism presented, new teaching methods etc. 

- Assist and support mother tongue groups  

- Promotion of multilingualism / plurilingualism in Icelandic society 
Mother tongue lessons usually take place on Saturdays and Sundays in schools, 

preschools, cultural and religious institutions, NGO´s etc. 



Móðurmál conferences

2013

Mother Tongues: A Ticket 
to Better Futures (Mica 

Allan, Iceland,  and Radka 
Dalová, the Czech 

Republic).

2014

Language Stimulation of 
Children in Diverse 

Groups on Preschool and 
Elementary School Level 
(Barbara Day, Denmark).

2015

The Treasures of 
Languages (Deirdre 

Kirwan, Ireland).

2016

Beautiful Languages: 
Successful and 

Sustainable (Olenka 
Bilash, Canada).

2017

Mother Tongue 
Instruction: Iceland, 
Sweden and Canada

(Trudie Aberdeen and 
Josephine Pallard, 
Canada, and Silvia 
Cordero, Sweden).

2018

The Mother Tongue 
Curriculum for Iceland 
(Anna Reath Warren, 
Sweden, and Judith 

Purkarthofer, Norway).

2019

Móðurmál: Teaching 
plurilingual children.

2020

Heritage Language 
Education Conference

(cooperation with Mother 
Tongues in Dublin, 

speakers from Ireland, 
Australia, Greece, Canada, 

the Netherlands,  and 
Iceland) - ONLINE

2021

Future-proofing Heritage 
Language Education
(organized by FOHLC 

Europe, keynote speakers 
Anthony Thorpe and Lia 

Tedesco) - ONLINE

2022

Multilingual Children and 
Multilingual Libraries: 

Cultivating Reading 
Habits in the Heritage 

Language (organized by 
FOHLC Europe, keynote 

speakers Paul Frank, 
Stephen Krashen and 

Nooshan Ashtari) -
ONLINE



Collaboration 
with institutions

Almannaheill – an umbrella NGO of 
umbrella NGOs

Multicultural Council of Reykjavík

Immigration team of the City of 

Reykjavík

Ministry of Education, Culture and 

Science, i.e. the Draft of the policy on 

education of children and youth with 

diverse language and cultural 
backgroundMother tongue instruction supports 

values rooted in the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child, the Sustainability 
goals of the UN, the Educational policy 
of the City of Reykjavík



Participation 
in the 
Icelandic 
society

• Library – the International Mother Language 
Day

• City Art Gallery “Art talks languages”

• City Museum “History talks languages”

• Multicultural projects such as Flying Carpet –
Cultural encounters

• Reykjavík – Multicultural Day 

• Other NGOs - SAMFOK, Home and School 

• Research institute of the School of Education 

• School and Leisure Department of the City of 
Reykjavík



Projects for our groups 

- Language and environment: 
Creating a dictionary about sustainability - 2016/17

- Móðurmál - Bilingual book -
2018/19

- 17 goals for sustainable 
development: 
Video with children presenting the selected goals - 2019/20



Flyer for parents in 9 languages



Several awards from different institutions

2021. Project Manager of Móðurmál Library received the Order of the 
Falcon from the President of Iceland Guðni Th. Jóhanesson for her 
contribution to promoting literature in other languages than Icelandic. The 
order is awarded annually on 17 June, the national holiday.

2021. Hvatningarverðlaun Upplýsingar.

2020. Award for Móðurmál Library “í þágu barnamenningar” (for 
contribution to children´s culture) from Ibby in Iceland.

2020. Award for Móðurmál Library “Fræðslu- og vísindaviðurkenningu
Siðmenntar í þágu mannréttinda og mannúðar”

2019: Human Rights Award of the City of Reykjavík

2016: Parents’ award from the National Parents’ Association

2014: The Society Award of Frettabladid (newspaper)

2008: For A Job Well Done, awarded by Alþjóðahús (International Center)

http://www.modurmal.com/library/
https://www.mbl.is/frettir/innlent/2021/06/17/14_islendingar_saemdir_falkaordunni/?utm_medium=Social&utm_campaign=mbl.is&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR3-OIQIiMJgk-6U1tYMB5iN0Qb1QFS1dBJx8mUZpVbH3r2ykc0uAeqThpU#Echobox=1623943193
https://upplysing.is/hvatningarverdlaun-upplysingar-2021-foru-til-bokasafns-modurmals/?fbclid=IwAR0amdLj55G8S4vtjqiJXvsRsnEzKydclzAWkvyYz6UaF_d02ju2kkf1MNA


GUIDELINES
TEAM WORK ON BEHALF OF THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, 

SCIENCE AND CULTURE

Published in 2020, different ways to support plurilingual students and their 

languages In schools and leisure centers. 



Language map 2021

109 language are spoken in Iceland by children and 

youth in preschools and schools. 

The purpose is to create a culture of learning in which 

children and youth are proud of their language 

repertoire and their educators understand how 

important languages are for children´s identities. 

The National Curriculum Guide acknowledges 

the importance of mother tongues, offers 

mother tongue teaching as a selective in 

schools and opens for the collaboration with 

other professional organizations 

In the multicultural policy of the City of 

Reykjavík “The world is here”, one of the 

goals for children and youth is active 

bilingualism



Our fantastic library

Books registered in the national database 
Gegnir. 

Schools from Iceland can access them.

8000 books, board games, audiobooks, DVDs in 
86 languages.

More information on our website:
www.modurmal.com

http://www.modurmal.com/


Polish school 
in Reykjavík
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ee2FZGwS-Wg


Sustainability Development Goals and
Community-Based Heritage Language Schools

June 15, 2022

Dr. Renata Emilsson Peskova
& 

Bibiam M. González Rodríguez
Móðurmál – the Association on BilingualismREP_Móðurmál for STORM_22 June 2022



Agenda today

✓Briefly introduce SDGs

✓Educational activities on SDGs

✓Why SDGs are relevant for CBHLS

✓Four models how community-based HL 
schools can work with the SDGs

✓Discussions in breakout-rooms – how our 
CBHLS can use SDGs

✓Bringing ideas together
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Sustainable Development Goals – Do you 
know them all?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XTBYMfZyrM&t=11s


SDG wedding cake
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Quality Education
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https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal4


Sustainable development report 
– interactive maps & country profiles
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https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/map/goals/SDG5


Sustainable Development Goals – Resources 
for Educators
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https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material


Educational activities

A Quiz

https://www.bookwidgets.com/play/5KJEEM

Go Goals – a digital game

https://www.bookwidgets.com/play/QKUJZZ
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Why are SDGs relevant for CBHLS?
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Four models how community-based HL 
schools can work with the SDGs

SDG Compass

• Adjusted for CBHLS

ÖBÍ

• all work of the organization is aligned with SDGs

HLE network

• aligning mission with SDGs

Móðurmál

• project work with children
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Companies can use the SDGs as an overarching 

framework to shape, steer, communicate and report 

their strategies, goals and activities, allowing them to 

capitalize on a range of benefits such as: 

✓ Identifying future business opportunities

✓ Enhancing the value of corporate sustainability

✓ Strengthening stakeholder relations and keeping the 

pace with policy developments 

✓ Stabilizing societies and markets

✓ Using a common language and shared purpose
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A guide for CBHLS action 
– adjusted SDG Compass (the guide on business action) 
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Transforming our world: 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development
People

We are determined to end poverty and hunger, in all their forms and 
dimensions, and to ensure that all human beings can fulfil their potential in 
dignity and equality and in a healthy environment.

Planet

We are determined to protect the planet from degradation, including through 
sustainable consumption and production, sustainably managing its natural 
resources and taking urgent action on climate change, so that it can support 
the needs of the present and future generations.

Prosperity

We are determined to ensure that all human beings can enjoy prosperous and 
fulfilling lives and that economic, social and technological progress occurs in 
harmony with nature.

Peace

We are determined to foster peaceful, just and inclusive societies which are 
free from fear and violence. There can be no sustainable development without 
peace and no peace without sustainable development.

Partnership

We are determined to mobilize the means required to implement this Agenda 
through a revitalized Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, based 
on a spirit of strengthened global solidarity, focused in particular on the needs 
of the poorest and most vulnerable and with the participation of all countries, 
all stakeholders and all people.
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The Icelandic Disability Alliance
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Aligning mission with SDGs

Through HLE Network’s various activities, we work toward achieving our mission. Our 
program of activities is in line with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals for 
2030.

HLE Network works towards ensuring inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promoting lifelong learning opportunities for all (Target 4.7). It does so by organizing 
activities that aim to promote and improve the quality of heritage language education. When 
learners have access to heritage language education, they are able to acquire knowledge and 
skills that sustain a culture of peace, global citizenship, and appreciation of cultural diversity.

HLE Network works toward reducing inequality within and among countries (Targets 10.2 and 
10.3). It does so by informing the public about issues that are important for multilingual 
students, who are migrants or children of migrants. HLE Network promotes the inclusion of 
and fights against the discrimination of children who speak a non-majority language at home.

HLE Network works towards making cities inclusive (Target 11.4). It does so by promoting 
educational programs that help protect and safeguard the world’s linguistic and cultural 
heritage.
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Móðurmál – the Association on Bilingualism
and the SDGs
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iCXqU9svb-g


Móðurmál –
the Association 
on Bilingualism 

and SDGs
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http://www.modurmal.com/modurmal-og-heimsmarkmidin/


Spanish group of Móðurmál: 
Online teaching during Covid 
2020-2021. Theme: SDGs
Topics for classes: The whales – endangered species; biodiversity –
extinct species & general concepts & coral reefs; children´s rights; 
reading; working on SDGs – pppt´s & translating parts into Icelandic;

Tools: Google Classroom, Google Hangouts, Google Docs; YouTube 
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Covid-19 consequences for education

➢Detrimental effects

➢Lessons learned

Reach populations

➢where they are, 

➢science reaches the people,

➢in languages they understand

➢humanity – not „minorities“ and

„majorities“

REP_Móðurmál for STORM_22 June 2022



Discussion points for breakout rooms

• How can your school connect the SDGs

into its work?

• What goals are relevant for your CBHLS?

• What actions would you like to take

towards selected SDGs? 
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Wrap-up & Questions & Answers
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Further resources

United Nations. Department of Economic and Social Affairs.

https://sdgs.un.org/goals

Quality Education explained at 7:12 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1wYKvRq-iEw

Sustainable Development Goals – Resources for Educators

https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material

Sustainable Development Report

https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/
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